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1)^ Responsive to communication(s) filed on 05 February 2007 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)KI This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 
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4) ^ Claim(s) 2.4 and 13-16 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) KI Claim(s) 2,4 and 13-16 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 
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9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)[3 The drawing(s) filed on 18 January 2002 is/are: a)S accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 
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application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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Application/Control Number: 1 0/050, 1 62 Page 2 

Art Unit: 2623 

DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Arguments 

1 Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 2, 4, 13-16 have been considered 
but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 2 and 4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Lawler (5,699,107) in view of Aras (US 5,872,588). 

As regards Claim 2, Lawler discloses program processing system for performing 
a program process using an electronic program guide, comprising (col. 3, lines 36-49): a 
communication network (fig. 1.14, and col. 3, lines 60-63); a program processing 
apparatus for executing a program process (such as a set top box, fig. 2), said 
apparatus having a database for storing program reservation data identifying a 
reservation of particular externally broadcast programs for recording (program guide 
data, including recording data is stored in the memory, fig. 2.60, col. 9, lines 49-56), 
means for preparing a program condition data based, at least in part, on said 
reservation data (the system allows for bidirectional communications with the headend, 
col. 4, lines 1-3), means transmitting the stored data through said communication 
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network (col. 4, lines 38-49), and means for transmitting, said program condition data 
through said network (again program condition data such as reminders and recording 
data as well as other information can be transmitted from he user station to the headend 
over the network, col. 4, lines 37-49), an electronic program guide preparation server, 
connected to said communication network, for preparing an electronic program guide 
(fig. 1.34, and col. 4, lines 27-36); wherein said electronic program guide preparation 
server includes reception means for receiving said privacy level data and said condition 
data through said communication network (the servers can receive a variety of user 
data from the user stations over the network, col. 4, lines 37-49), means for preparing 
an electronic program guide including display form showing a reservation status of the 
externally broadcast programs based on said received condition data (col. 4, lines 47-49 
and 56-66) and transmission means for transmitting the prepared electronic program 
guide to said program processing apparatus (col. 5, lines 13-24); wherein said program 
guide processing apparatus includes means for displaying the electronic program guide 
received through said communication network (fig. 3, col. 8, lines 24-40 ). Lawler does 
not disclose means for receiving and storing a privacy level data having at least a first 
value and a second value, based at least in part on said privacy level data, wherein said 
transmitting selectively transmits said condition data when said privacy level data has 
said first value and is inhibited from transmitting said condition data when said privacy 
level data has said second value. Aras does disclose means for receiving and storing a 
privacy level data having at least a first value and a second value, based at least in part 
on said privacy level data, wherein said transmitting selectively transmits said condition 
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data when said privacy level data has said first value and is inhibited from transmitting 
said condition data when said privacy level data has said second value (col. 22, lines 
44-59). 

At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to one skilled in the art to 
combine the privacy features of Aras, an analogous art, with the EPG system of Lawler 
to give the end user some control over the data that is used by the interactive media 
system. 

As regards Claim 4, Aras further discloses that a monetary consideration which 
differs depending upon said privacy level data sent from said program guide processing 
apparatus is imposed for said electronic program guide preparation server sending said 
electronic guide to said program processing apparatus (col. 22, lines 44-59). 

At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to one skilled in the art to 
combine the pricing features of Aras, an analogous art, with the EPG system of Lawler 
to encourage the user to share their data. 

Claims 13-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Lawler (5,699,107) in view of Aras (US 5,872,588) and in further view of Vallone (US 
6,642,939). 

As regards Claim 13, Lawler and Aras jointly disclose the system of Claim 2. 
Lawler further discloses means for recording said externally broadcast programs (col. 
10, lines 38-45). Lawler and Aras do not disclose a recorded program database for 
storing information identifying externally broadcast programs that have been recorded 
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by said means for recording said externally broadcast programs, and wherein said 
means for preparing program condition data prepares the program condition data 
further based on said information stored in the recorded program database. Vallone 
discloses a recorded program database for storing information identifying externally 
broadcast programs that have been recorded by said means for recording said 
externally broadcast programs, and wherein said means for preparing program 
condition data (such as extra information and data pertaining to recording settings) 
prepares the program condition data further based on said information stored in the 
recorded program database (figs. 17 and 18, col. 15 and 16, lines 47-67 and 1-24). 

At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to one skilled in the art to 
combine the recording database features of Vallone, an analogous art, with the EPG 
system of Lawler and Aras to give the user a means for storing programs. 

As regards Claim 14, Lawler further discloses inputting means for receiving user 
commands relating to the electronic program guide displayed by said means for 
displaying the electronic program guide received from the electronic program guide 
server (col. 6, lines 46-61). Lawler fails to disclose a program playback section for 
retrieving and playing externally broadcast programs stored in said recorded program 
database an operating instruction section for controlling said program playback section 
based on said electronic program guide displayed by said means for displaying and on 
said user commands. Vallone does disclose a program playback section for retrieving 
and playing externally broadcast programs stored in said recorded program database 
an operating instruction section for controlling said program playback section based on 
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said electronic program guide displayed by said means for displaying and on said user 
commands (figs. 17 and 18, cols 15 and 16, lines 46-67 and 1-47). 

At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to one skilled in the art to 
combine the recording database features of Vallone, an analogous art, with the EPG 
system of Lawler and Aras to allow the user to easily retrieve his programs. 

As regards Claims 15 ad 16, Aras further discloses that a monetary consideration 
which differs depending upon said privacy level data sent from said program guide 
processing apparatus is imposed for said electronic program guide preparation server 
sending said electronic guide to said program processing apparatus (col. 22, lines 44- 
59). 

Conclusion 

3. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to David R. O'Steen whose telephone number is 571-272- 
7931. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30 to 5. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Chris Grant can be reached on 571-272-7294. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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